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Bus Tour to Springfield, Ohio
On Thursday, September 13 we will explore Springfield for our annual bus tour. A jewel of a city, Springfield
is loaded with interesting sights to experience and enjoy. It
was a strategic stopping point on the National Road that
connected continental East to West and many entrepreneurs recognized it was the perfect spot for manufacturing
and commercial growth. For 100 years Springfield was
busier and larger than Dayton in its heyday. Now after
years of manufacturing and transportation slump, the city
is being reborn. Whether looking at its past or present,
there’s lots of interesting things to see in our closest
neighboring city.
The first part of the tour will explore Springfield’s heritage. We will start at the Pennsylvania House, a popular
inn on the National Road built in 1839. It has three floors
filled with 19th century furniture, paintings, clocks, portraits, china, glass, dolls, and textiles. There’s even a button collection in one of the rooms. Be sure to check out the
difference of accommodations for the wealthy traveler in
comparison to the common folk. Next we’ll make a quick
stop at a statue called the Madonna of the Trail, which
commemorates the American pioneer spirit. You can get
out to take pictures and read why it was placed here. We’ll
finish the morning with a visit to the Heritage Center, Clark
County’s museum showcasing two floors of history, farm
equipment, and Springfield’s favorite sons and daughters
of the past. It’s housed in the former city hall and market
place, a distinctive architecture in itself, but It is a thoroughly modern, well designed and equipped museum, well
worth our visit. We will eat lunch at this stop.
For the afternoon we’ll start off with a visit to the
Wescott House, built in 1908 for Burton Wescott, treasurer
of the American Seeding Machine Company, a rival to International Harvester back then. Wescott employed a little
known architect at the time to design his home, Frank
Lloyd Wright, who was advertising in the Reader’s Digest
to drum up customers. The house will demonstrate the
development of Wright’s Prairie Style design, which was
so unique that it launched his career. A guided tour of the
house and gardens will be given, including a documentary
on how the house was saved from the wrecking ball and
after years of disuse restored to its original glory.
Our next stop, the Hartman Rock Garden, is a quirky,
bizarre construction of stones that follow the fancy of the
creator, Ben Hartman. When the Great Depression hit,
Benn was laid off from a local tool shop, so to fill his idle
time, he built a cement pond in his back yard for his wife.
He discovered that working with rocks and cement was
therapeutic for him, so he continued to add more sculptures, based on history, patriotism and religion until his
back yard was completely filled. Though long since gone,
Mr. Hartman’s work is now protected by a foundation and
is listed in “Strange Ohio” as a “must” see.
Next we visit the Weaver Chapel, on the campus of
Wesleyan University, built in 1956 and ranked 9th on the
list of “The 30 Most Beautiful College Cathedrals.” Its 212
foot steeple is one of the first things you’ll see coming to
1

Volume 4

the campus. On it are statues of famous religious leaders.
The spectacular stained glass windows have been featured in National Geographic. The acoustics are so good
that we may even try singing here.
Finally our last stop is a learning and tasting tour of the
Dugan Road Creamery, located in Urbana. They are a
small, family run micro dairy that offers regular and flavored milk, cheese curds, flavored cream cheeses, hand
stretched mozzarella and greek style yogurt Their products are sold in many specialty restaurants and stores in
the Midwest. We’ll not only learn how milk is processed
from the cow to the shelf on site but we’ll also get to sample their products and you can purchase items to take
home.
We close our day with a dinner at the Simon Kenton
Inn, a bed and breakfast that has recently expanded its
services to include cabins, a restaurant and a banquet
hall.

This bus tour will cost $65 per person and
will include transportation, all entrance fees,
snacks, and two meals. The bus will load at 8:00
am at the Kettering SDA Church and will return

about 8:00 pm.

Fall Bus Trip - Thursday, September 13
Make check payable to Golden Buckeye Fellowship. Send
check and this form to Karen Caviness at 7840 Bigger Rd.,
Centerville, OH 45459 no later than Sept. 7.
Name _____________________________________________
Number Participating _________________________________
Check Amount ______________________________________

No Ants Invited!
The GBF August social was a barbecue/picnic and 45
people showed up for all the fixings and fun. For the second time, the group enjoyed themselves at the spacious
home of David and Sherree Herdman in Vandalia. There
was plenty of room to sit down and catch up with friends
and meet a few new ones as well. Dan Stevens had a barbecue trivia game for all to play, but no one got them all
correct. No matter, we had fun anyway.
When it came time for the food, yum! Don Sleeth came
through again with hotdogs, baked beans, three kinds of
salads (tossed, three bean, and of course potato), watermelon, chips and much more. Fran Davis brought her special cole slaw. There was plenty of food for all. Sheree, our
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hostess, went the extra mile by making two of her native
(New Zealand) desserts: Pavlova, a baked merengue
with raspberries and blueberries on top and lots of
whipped cream (high in look and taste appeal), and trifles,
individual cups full of cake, jello, custard, whipped cream
and fruit. So good! Both desserts got even votes and
some voted for both. Sheree’s daughter Rebecca Orr
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added a delightful touch by making huge chocolatecovered strawberries for everyone. What a treat!
There were a few new people at our fellowship whom
we were glad to meet. Many people expressed how much
fun all the Golden Buckeye events are and were thankful
for what everyone does to make them happen. ▪
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Next Board Meeting
Thursday, August 23, at 4:30 pm in Room S4.
Sept. 13, 2018 . . . . . . . . . . .Fall Bus Trip
Nov. 2, 2017. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .Soup-In
Dec. 10, 2017. . . . . . . . .Holiday Banquet
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